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Diesel particulate filter checknow required as part of MOT test.

Tests fordieselcars and lorries are to be tightened up to ensure vehicles have a
critical exhaustfilterif one had originally been fitted as standard, Roads Minister
Robert Goodwill has announced.

Garages and testing stations willbe required checkforadiesel particulate filter
(DPF)inthe inspection of the exhaustsystem as partof the MOT test (orannualtest
forheavy vehicles) from February 2014.

The vehicle willautomatically fail the MOT testif the filter had been fitted as
standard butis found to be no longerpresent.

The filter works by trapping solid particulate matterfrom exhaustgases. This type of
filterhas beenin use formore than 20 years and helps meet European emission
standards, improving air quality and health standards.
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Some firms offer services to remove the filter, claiming it willim prove the economy.
Butitis an offence to drive avehicle that has been modified this way, asitwillno
longer meet the emissions standards the carachieved when it was approved for sale
in the UK.

Roads Minister Robert Goodwill said:

lam very concerned thatvehicles are being modified in away thatis
clearly detrimental to people’s health and undoes the hard work car
manufacturers have taken to improve emissions standards. [t has
become apparentthe governmenthad to intervene to clarify the
position on particulate filter removal given the unacceptable
negative impacton air quality.

This change to the MOT tests makes it clear - if you have this filter
removed from your caritwill fail the test.

Thefilters need to be ‘regenerated’ regularly through burning the sootto gasata
very high temperature, leaving behind aresidue. If notcarried outproperly,
regeneration can lead to abuild up of soot, which can affect performance. This has
led to some diesel vehicle owners opting to remove the filter, which makes their car
illegalforroad use.

More information can be found viathe ‘Diesel particulate filters quidance note
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/diesel-particulate-filters-quidance-note)
which will be updated to reflect the changes to the MOT test.

Roads media enquiries
Press enquiries 020 7944 3066
Outof hours 0207944 4292

Public enquiries 0300 330 3000
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