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Limit Value

Annual mean NO, concentrations at Heathrow Airport (2008)

Heathrow has not yet reached its authorised capacity, serving 66 million passengers per
annum (mppa) in 2009. This is predicted to rise to 80mppa by 2015 when Terminal b
becomes fully operational. This could have a significant adverse impact on local NO,
emissions and concentrations of NO, close to the airport and surrounding roads without
strong and appropriate mitigation measures.
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Introduction

The Environment theme has been open for comment since April 2011, with a ‘spotlight’
period in September 2011. Following a vigorous challenge process incorporating the
3,500 crowd-sourced comments and inbox submissions, views from our Sounding Board
of environmental organisations and business representatives, as well as views from a
separate panel of businesses, we are pleased to announce the results.

Of 255 regulations, 132 will be improved, mainly through simplification or consolidation; 70
will be kept as they are, to uphold important environmental protections; and 53 obsolete
regulations will be removed. There will also be a new drive to introduce smarter
implementation on the ground.

Please note: Many of these proposals are subject to further public or stakeholder
consultation




Air Quality and Industrial Emissions

You told us that air quality legislation should be simplified and that action to
improve air quality should be taken by those with relevant powers to address the
key issues. You also said that the Clean Air Act is out of date and certain smoke
control regulations are no longer needed.

We agree that our air quality legislation needs an overhaul. Over the next year we will
review the impact of existing legislation, including the Clean Air Act, and then consult on
our findings. We will look to reduce burdens on business and local authorities by:

Focusing local air quality requirements on those that are essential to ensure
compliance with EU targets.

Reviewing the role and responsibilities of local authorities to help ensure that action
is taken by those with relevant powers to address the key issues (e.g. transport
emissions).

Reviewing the role of transport measures in meeting air quality targets, including
the consistency in approach across local areas. In taking this forward Defra will
work closely with other relevant departments, especially the Department for
Transport and Department of Health.

Reviewing the Clean Air Act and associated regulations to identify which measures
are redundant and which can be modernised to help local authorities meet EU air
quality targets and help reduce costs for businesses. The first merger of smoke
control regulations will come into force in April.

Consolidating Air Quality Standards Regulations to simplify the regulatory
landscape.

Table 1 shows initial thoughts on which regulations are no longer needed and which could
be improved through consolidation and simplification.

Working in partnership with other Member States, we will also use the European
Commission review of air quality legislation, expected in 2013, to seek:

Amendments to the Air Quality Directive which reduce the infraction risk faced by
most Member States, especially in relation to nitrogen dioxide provisions.

Simplifications to the legal framework (e.g. through reducing requirements for
Member States) to reduce costs and administrative burdens to local authorities and
businesses whilst maintaining or improving health and ecosystem protection.

Requirements that are strictly proportional to evidence on costs and benefits.
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